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Introduction
• Thank you
• Presentation in two parts

– Dengue overview
– Dengue local response

• Acknowledgements
• Purpose
• Methods
• Data sources

– National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (Human)
– WHO Western Pacific Regional Office 

http://www.wpro.who.int/health_topics/dengue/data.htm
– Queensland Health

http://www.wpro.who.int/health_topics/dengue/data.htm


Dengue background

• Disease
• Nationally notifiable human disease
• Vector – Mosquito



Current area for dengue outbreaks



Overseas acquired dengue virus infection, by Australian states & territories, NNDSS, 2003-09
 (Analysed week 26, 26 June 2009, by date of diagnosis, OHP DoHA)
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Queensland acquired dengue virus infection, NNDSS, 1999- 2009
 (Analysed week 26, 26 June 2009 by Date of Diagnosis, ZoFE OHP)
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Queensland acquired dengue virus infection, by serotype, NNDSS, 1999- 2009
 (Analysed week 26, 26 June 2009 by Date of Diagnosis, ZoFE OHP)
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Australia’s History



Source: Impact of Dengue: WHO
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/dengue/impact/en/index.html

World situation





Regional Situation – 2007 
Australian cases acquired overseas n=266, Dengue serotypes n=83 (31%)

Country Cases 
acquired

Dengue types WHO WPRO
Inc Rate per 100,000 
pop

WHO 
WPRO 
Dengue 
Types

Cook Islands 10 D1 5,800/100,000 
n=1224

D1

Indonesia 68 All types 
D3:n=10

Thailand 23 D1,2,3





Regional Situation – 2008 
Australian cases acquired overseas n=425, Dengue serotypes n=97 (23%)

Country Cases 
acquired

Dengue types WHO WPRO
Inc Rate per 100,000 
pop

WHO 
WPRO 
Dengue 
Types

Fiji 26 D4:n=5 217/100,000 
(n=2014)

D4

Tonga 20 Not stated 178/100,000 (n=195) D1,4

Indonesia 80 All types 
D4:n=14

Thailand 78 D1, 3





Public Health Responses

• Increase noted and reported to jurisdictions 
in Oct/Nov 2008

• Inquiry as to cause of increase
– Laboratory methods
– Jurisdiction differences in case numbers
– WA investigation and response

• Smartraveller website



Thank You 

Ann Richards 
Public Health Nurse 

Tropical Population Health Unit 

November 2008 and the Nth Queensland 
dengue outbreaks of 2008/09
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